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Honing A Critical Cultural Study of Human Rights  
A critical cultural studies of human rights has yet to emerge as an interdisciplinary 
field of study. Despite the proliferation of scholarly work in legal philosophy and law 
and humanities over the past decade, we have seen little by way of sustained dialogue 
between critics of rights or conversations between rights critics and theorists of 
culture. Nonetheless, I will argue that the characteristic approaches, concerns, 
concepts and methods of cultural studies, are both appropriate and necessary in a 
global policy environment that has put increasing emphasis upon cultural identity and 
cultural resources in both rights-based practices and neoliberal governmentalities, 
suggesting new avenues of inquiry. 
 


