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This paper focuses on recent Japanese televisions programs, magazines articles and
advertisements featuring non-Japanese women in order to examine the significance of
adiscourse which frequently depicts foreign women as emotional, irrational and, most
commonly, overtly sexual. Women are commonly understood to be ‘signifiers of
traditional culture’ (Yuval-Davis 1997) and the ‘key actors in the transmission of the
community’s values (Freedman 2001). Drawing upon avariety of Japanese mediain
which foreign women appear, this paper finds that issues of race, gender and
nationalism are all of great importance. The ways in which the Japanese mass media
contrasts traditional images of women with those of a‘foreign other’ and how such
depictions feed into a greater discourse of ‘us versus them’ is of enormous
significance at atime when the foreign population of Japan isincreasing at arate
greater than at any other time in the post war period.



