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Raising acritical question on established discourses on the youth's culture, 1abour and
cultural work in Korea's society, this paper inquires the youth's relation to digital
network culture, social identities and labour values. Drawn upon theories on
immaterial labour as a predominant mode of Iabour in the post-Fordist capitalism and
contemporary mediawork in particular, | investigate how Korean young people have
come to engage themselvesin UGC production as this particular mode of work has
become the field of media activity-labour. The complex mode is examined, in which
the young people's participation is converted to free/low paid labour for business,
normative power works in controlling flexible labours across public, economic and
cultural sectors and the evaluation system of anonymous netizens clicks influences on
the evaluation of labour values. It is argued that the field of UGC production is
defined as a virtuality of life, for apparently contradictory forces — economic
subjection and voluntary activeness, structure of belonging and force of unbelonging
— are constitutive of the very meaning and reality of 'participation’ in the digital
network and/or cultural work-nets.



