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Who Is This Wonderful Battle Really Fighting? (Or, What The Hong Kong 
Christian Fundamentalists Didn’t Tell You) 
 
Tension has been rapidly rising in the past decade between the expanding religious 
fundamentalist forces in Hong Kong and glocalized movements of sexual rights. 
Normative institutions including faith-based organizations and megachurches, often 
joining hands with government bureaucracies, have adopted activist strategies to act 
in unprecedented unison, and with great speed, triggering waves of moral panic in 
their umbrella campaigns against sexual minorities and representations including but 
not limited to pornography, sex workers’ and Tongzhi movements. In response to the 
leftist discourse of moral panic, Christian fundamentalist groups in Hong Kong have 
coined the alleged liberal critique of morality as “freedom panic” in order to preempt 
and rationalize their own fears and moralistic stances.  “At this moment, we really 
need not produce ‘freedom panic’ and should not seek to demoralize Hong Kong 
society.  Rather, we should reaffirm the significant role of morality in our free 
society, and continue to work hard to find a balance between the two poles” (Hong 
Kong Sex Culture Society newsletter, January 2009).   This paper seeks to map the 
development of cultural discourses within the post-1997 Hong Kong Christian 
fundamentalist movement. It traces how this movement has learned and modified the 
lingo of the US Christian Right while it has worked to localize its discourses, 
restabilize their stronghold and perpetuate their privileges by carefully picking its 
enemies and reinventing/manipulating the fears of its constituents.  Through this 
analysis, it investigates the movement’s complex strategies in blurring the lines 
between the personal and the political, between politics and religion, and between 
morality and spirituality.  
 


